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Iraq and the United Nations

Q. Did you hear the Iraqi Foreign Min-
ster’s speech at the U.N., sir® What did you
think of it?

The President. 1 didn’t hear it, but let me
guess: “The United States is guilty. The
world doesn’t understand. We don’t have any
weapons of mass destruction.” It’s the same
old song and dance that we’ve heard for 11
long years. And the United Nations Security
Council must show backbone, must step up
and hold this regime to account. Otherwise,
the United States and some of our friends
will do so.

For the sake of peace, for the sake of world
security, for the sake of a viable United Na-
tions, they must act. And if they don’t have
it in their will to do so, if they’re not willing
to fashion a resolution which is new and dif-
ferent and strong and holds Iraq to account,
holds them to the agreements they have
made, the United States will be willing to
do so.

Q. Should the American people prepare
themselves for war with Iraq, Mr. President?

The President. The American people
must understand the serious threat which
Iraq places on America. We've learned after
September the 11th that oceans no longer
protect us from an enemy. We also know full
well this is a man who has invaded two coun-
tries; this is a man who has poisoned his own
people; this is man who’s poisoned his neigh-
bors; this is a man who says that Stalin is
his hero; this is a man who hates; this is a
man who doesn’t believe in freedom; this is
a man who has weapons of mass destruction
and says he doesn’t. He poses a serious threat
to the American people. And the first step
is to get the United Nations to prove to the
world whether it's going to be relevant or
whether it’s going to be a League of Nations,
irrelevant.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:43 p.m. at the
Nebraska Avenue Homeland Security Complex.
In his remarks, he referred to President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq. A reporter referred to Foreign
Minister Naji Sabri Ahmad al-Hadithi of Iraq.
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Proclamation 7595—National POW/
MIA Recognition Day, 2002

September 19, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Throughout American history, many men
and women have bravely served in our mili-
tary and sacrificed much to preserve our
country and protect the democratic ideals
that make our Nation a beacon of hope.
Some of those who answered the call to serv-
ice were captured in conflict and imprisoned
by our enemies; and many remain missing
in action.

Each year on National POW/MIA Rec-
ognition Day, we honor those Americans who
were prisoners of war and recognize them
for the courage and determination they
showed in the face of unspeakable hardships.
We also honor those who remain unac-
counted for, especially remembering the sac-
rifices of their families who must coura-
geously face each day without knowing the
fate of their loved ones.

Nearly 60 years after the end of World
War II, the fate of more than 78,000 Ameri-
cans who fought in that conflict remains un-
known. More than 8,100 from the Korean
War are missing, more than 120 from the
Cold War, more than 1,900 from the Viet-
nam War, and three from the Gulf War.
These Americans, who dedicated their lives
to preserving and protecting our freedoms,
will never be forgotten.

On September 20, 2002, the flag of the
National League of Families of American
Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia will
be flown over the White House, the Capitol,
the Departments of State, Defense, and Vet-
erans Affairs, the Selective Service System
Headquarters, the National Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial, the Korean War Veterans
Memorial, U.S. military installations, national
cemeteries, and other locations across our
country. With this observance, we reaffirm
our commitment to those who have suffered
the horrors of enemy captivity, to those who
have yet to return from battle, and to their
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families. We remain dedicated to resolving
discrepancy cases, achieving the fullest pos-
sible accounting of our prisoners of war and
missing in action, and bringing them home
with the honor and dignity that they deserve.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 20,
2002, as National POW/MIA Recognition
Day. I call upon all the people of the United
States to join me in honoring former Amer-
ican prisoners of war who suffered the hard-
ships of enemy captivity, and in renewing our
commitment to those still missing. I also call
upon Federal, State, and local government
officials and private organizations to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand two,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 24, 2002]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 25.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Persons Who Commit, Threaten To
Commit, or Support Terrorism
September 19, 2002

On September 23, 2001, by Executive
Order 13224, 1 declared a national emer-
gency with respect to persons who commit,
threaten to commit, or support terrorism,
pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-
1706). I took this action to deal with the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States constituted by the grave acts
of terrorism and threats of terrorism com-
mitted by foreign terrorists, including the
terrorist attacks in New York, Pennsylvania,
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and on the Pentagon committed on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and the continuing and im-
mediate threat of further attacks on United
States nationals or the United States. Be-
cause the actions of these persons who com-
mit, threaten to commit, or support terrorism
continue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, foreign
policy, and economy of the United States,
the national emergency declared on Sep-
tember 23, 2001, and the measures adopted
on that date to deal with that emergency,
must continue in effect beyond September
23, 2002. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1
year the national emergency with respect to
persons who commit, threaten to commit, or
support terrorism.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 19, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:39 p.m., September 19, 2002]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on September 20.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Persons
Who Commit, Threaten To Commit,
or Support Terrorism

September 19, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that



